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640 Book Notices. 

In Indian Mexico. A Narrative of Travel and Labor. By Fred- 
erick Starr. Forbes & Co., Chicago, 1908. 

It is a pleasant task to review a book about which only pleasant things can be 
said. This is the case with the volume before us. Popular in the best sense of 
the term, modest and unassuming, it is still full of interesting, and valuable in- 
formation and, although the investigations carried on in Mexico and Guatemala 
by Mr. Starr were specifically anthropological, it is the geographical data which 
he .gives that are of chief importance here. These data are presented in the shape 
of descriptions of the routes he took, of the country through which they led him, 
their flora and the geological formations, all equally fascinating in their truthful- 
ness and a natural vivacity that appeals strongly to readers unacquainted with the 
country as well as to those who know the land from personal experience. The 
area which Prof. Starr traversed embraces from north of the City of Mexico to 
parts of Guatemala contiguous to the Mexican republic and on the coast of the 
Pacific. Prof. Starr has not only seen these districts, he has penetrated their char- 
acteristic peculiarities. For instance, the journey from La Esperanza to Tehuacan 
is so well described that the reader is fairly transported to the scenes with which 
he was familiar in former times. The description of the country inhabited by the 
Mijes is not only excellent, but to a great extent unique in accuracy and actuality. 
The same may be said of the chapters consecrated to Michoacan and, in short, to 
every part of the book. The descriptions are simple, without any attempt at 
flourishes which sometimes mar the effect of otherwise truthful word-pictures. The 
writer attracts and instructs his reader, who travels with him. The geology of 
Mexico, if not in its infancy, is as yet only studied in a fragmentary way. Prof. 
Starr has observed the rocks along his lines of travel carefully and has gathered a 
number of interesting details concerning them. His book, though not claiming to 
be anything but popular, embodies many details that will be welcome to the 
geologist and mineralogist from a geographical standpoint. The same may be 
said of his statements in regard to climate. 

Fairly good illustrations accompany the text, and they are, of course, from 
photographs. We miss a map, which is almost indispensable in view of the intri- 
cate lines of travel. The reader not thoroughly familiar with Mexican geography 
may have some trouble, at first, in following Prof. Starr in his wanderings. 

Having previously published the details of his anthropological study, Prof. 
Starr is perfectly justified in referring those of his readers who take special inter- 
est in that subject to the book. In the present volume he gives us an unpretentious 
but exceedingly interesting account of how he obtained his material at the various 
places visited. That account is very valuable to students. It furnishes them with 
a manual of anthropologic work in Mexico in the sense that, without exaggerating 
difficulties, it gives a very clear picture of the impediments to be encountered in 
the pursuit of such studies among the Mexican Indians even when, as was the case 
with the author, one has the cordial support of the Mexican authorities. No other 
book on Mexico gives, to our knowledge, such a clear idea of the drawbacks one 
has to encounter, of the facilities he may happen to enjoy, as well as of the way 
of handling the Indian in order to obtain the ends proposed. Here also, as in de- 
scriptions of nature and scenery, Prof. Starr is simple in style, very clear, and 
absolutely free from the tendency to extoll his own merits by dwelling upon hard- 
ships and personal adventure. His was an arduous task which he has successfully 
performed. A. F. B. 



